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A New PATH Supports Proposition 66 to Repair California’s Three Strikes Law

Ten years ago California voters approved a tough 3 strikes law that gave a 25 years to life sentence for individuals 
who committed 3 strike felonies.  They intended the law to target murders, rapists and kidnappers. Instead nonviolent 
offenders wound up being the law’s main targets.  Two thirds of those serving second and third strike sentences were 
convicted on non-violent petty offenses such as simple drug possession or shoplifting. This misunderstood law has given 
horrendous punishment to petty offenders and cost taxpayers billions of dollars.  Proposition 66 will amend and repair 
California’s Three Strikes Law to apply only to violent offenders.  It will restore the law to what the voters originally 
intended.

The false claim made by Governor Schwarzenegger and the prison guards union that 26,000 violent felons would be 
released into our neighborhoods is a ridiculous scare tactic, as there are only about 7,000 three strikers in the state, 
and only those serving time for a non-violent felony would be eligible for re-sentencing.   The truth is that it will provide 
for re-sentencing of approximately 4000 non-violent offenders now serving strike-enhanced sentences for petty crimes 
and drug offenses. California is the only state in the nation whose 3-Strikes law applies the same sentences to petty 
thieves as to murderers, kidnappers and rapists. 

A New PATH is an organization of parents, concerned citizens and community leaders working together to reduce the 
stigma of the disease of addiction and advocate for “therapeutic justice” for substance abuse related crimes. Too many 
people who suffer from the disease of addiction have been sentenced to 25 years to life because of this unjust law, and 
most strike-enhanced sentences are given to ethnic minorities and the poor.   The children who are left behind without 
parental care are also victims.   

Thousands of inmates serving time for nonviolent crimes are waiting for voters to decide whether or not they will be 
spending the rest of their lives in prison. We believe they should be given the chance to regain their lives and become 
contributing members of society.

“As a parent of a young man whose life was caught up in this destructive system because of his addiction to drugs, I 
urge voters to help us to return to a sane criminal justice policy where the punishment fits the crime.”  
              –Gretchen Burns Bergman, Co-Founder & Executive Director of A New PATH

For more information: www.anewpath.cc
                                               


