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For immediate release: 9/13/07                        Contact: Gretchen Burns Bergman

                                                                                             619-670-1184

Advocates for recovery from addictive illness will come together to 

Rally for Recovery & Walk on Washington (in Mission Hills, San Diego) to demonstrate the reality of recovery and to call for congressional action on the Paul Wellstone Mental Health & Addiction Equity Act.

What: On September 15, 2007 A New PATH (Parents for Addiction Treatment & Healing) is hosting Walk on Washington & Rally for Recovery! to demonstrate that millions of Americans are in long-term recovery from addiction and are leading normal, productive lives that benefit their families and communities.  The event is one of over 60 events that are being held nationwide as a part of national Rally for Recovery Day as part of National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. 

Parents, community advocates, concerned citizens, and individuals in recovery will speak about addiction recovery, Prop 36 (treatment instead of incarceration) success, as well as policies like the Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equility Act of 2007 that are needed to encourage and improve opportunities for long-term recovery from addiction. A proclamation of support from the San Diego Board of Supervisors will be read.

Confirmed speakers include:

Caroline Stewart, L.C.S.W – President of the Board of Directors, A New PATH

Oliver Hamilton – Founder of the Proposition 36 Alumni Assoc.

Gretchen Burns Bergman – Co-Founder & Executive Director of A New PATH

Margaret Dooley – Prop 36 Coordinator for Drug Policy Alliance

Etc.

Why:  To demonstrate that millions of Americans are in long-term recovery from addiction to alcohol and other drugs and that they are organizing and speaking out publicly about what it means to their family and community.  They are urging others in their community and policy makers to come together to end discriminatory policies so that more of our friends and neighbors can get the help they need.

Where: Pioneer Park, next to Grant Elementary School at 1425 Washington Place 

              & Washington Street in Mission Hills, San Diego.

When:  4:30 PM Press Conference

              5:00 PM Walk & Rally

                                                       - more - 

Event Time & Agenda:

4:30 PM:   A press conference will precede the rally at Pioneer Park at 1425 

                  Washington Place, with invited community leaders, elected officials, 

                   A New PATH spokespeople, and individuals in recovery.

5:00 PM    The walk and rally begins at Pioneer Park at 1425 Washington Place, and

                  proceeds east on Washington Street in Mission Hills to 4th Avenue and back

                  to Pioneer Park.

Signs will be provided or bring your own “pro-recovery” signs.

Who Should Attend?

Parents, elected officials, family members of people still struggling with addiction, people in long-term recovery from addiction, teachers, health care and criminal justice professionals.

“We invite you join us as we Walk on Washington & Rally for Recovery! in order to advocate for therapeutic treatment opportunities for substance abuse, celebrate recovery, and mobilize in support of policies that support recovery from addictive illness.”

                                         Gretchen Burns Bergman 

“San Diego County recovery advocates will walk down Washington Street in Mission Hills to put a human face on recovery and to voice our support of therapeutic justice.” 

                                             Caroline Stewart
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Contact Information:  www.anwewpathsite.org or anewpath@cox.net.

Gretchen Burns Bergman – 619-670-1184 – gretanewpath@cox.net
Cell for event day: 619-884-3561

A New PATH – 2527 Doubletree Rd. Spring Valley, CA 91978
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