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The cost of incarceration
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‘By Gretchen Burns Bergman l.I‘.-L‘INLI'rtthr 2002 ballot The in:
Gative would change carrent law
H z ; jalent felonics,
reons were designed for vic- Lo apgdy only to viole
lent inmates, murderers and thus removing nl:l!'lﬁl:lh:'nl_d.mﬁ
malesters. Did you know affenders from this angry and

Uiar 39 percent of Third Strike

destruetve environment and

i iHorn: 25 o reserving lockuep space far the vic
Eﬁ:rmﬁmﬁch E:?m lent crimingls for which it was
juana possession, receiving stolen intended.

property and petoy theft?

The facts of prison life are
alyeeking, What we don't hear
about are the ilicit drogs and overs
doses, jaillrousE mpes, race wirg
and beanngs. 1 understand that
many inumates have access o
makeshift “shanks™ and other
weapans [or their selbprotection.
Nonvislent, first-time offenders are
often wictims of hardened preds
LaTE.

[ recently took a group tourof =
Donovan State Prizon and was
il 1o 2ee inside the fenced
cement facility that hiad ware
hoased my s0a for so many
months when he was incarceryed
there for drug offenses. Thesexpe-
rience | had az a professional visi-
tor was markedby different than
te expericnce | had as a parent
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California, with the largest
prison system in the world, is ths
only slabe where a person can
serve a life sentence for a nomvic
lent crime. Public supgart for thi
change is overwhelming. A
recent poll by Citizens Against
Vielert Crime, a political action
comamittes dedicated to amend-
ing the three stizes law, found
that 77 percent of likely voters
suppert this amendment,
Currently we are seeing pecple
sepving longer sentences behind
bars for drug "crimes” than for
marder.

Oy prisons are overcrowded
with nonviolent offenders who
continue o recycle through our
crimdnal nesloe system af o
Eremnendons cosl 1o socety, Gnan-
clally, emvatonalh and moraliy We

Abwavs, when | asiced before, | Margaret Scolt W H dﬁp':.]. the theory than “puni
fclt a sense of shame, nervous ve justca” for drug addicts is ane
antisipation, serrow and asger. drug addicts should not be ser how many hours a prisoner kind of “justice” at ail. i
Many times [ was treated as if [, tenced to this cold, hard, danger-  spends confined to these quarters. The people are, cnce agam,
1o, had cormmined a erime. o5 and potentally vielent stmes-  One of the inmates described it e ahead of the politicins i recog:

Each fime 1 lef, felt muiky that phere. * me this way when | asked him nksing ﬂ':lE_ﬂﬂE'd- for change. Mayb
S eouldat wait 10 leel my freedom The current capacity of wiy the recial hatred and violenee  they are simply cutraged by the
again, 2nd yet so many people who  Dongvan State Prison is 4,500 had to be a part of the prison cul  high costs of incarceration, or per
had no business being there were  jnmates, and despite the passage ture: “If you treat people like dogs,  aps they have withessed the
teft behind to years of lockup, of Prepesition 35 in November they act like dogs."- destruction of the prison experi-

Exen after experiencing the 204}, which mandates trestment In contrast, [ was told by one of  €nce on members of their own
prisan on this occasion asa comv  instead of incarceration for firse the guards that it is actually so extended families. In either case,
munity leades, and having itgre- and second tme noaviolent drug ice at this fueility that eany the citzens of Callornia are read:
semied to me with afl ils best pro- cffenders, the overgowding inrnates want to stay. [ found it for sanc sokations that will benef
grams and in the best possible remans greater than 160 percent. especidly frustrating and sad that the great majority of our popula-
light. | came away with more ¢on-  Approximately 85 percent of peo- becoming “instutionalized™ was bon. ;
viction than ever that pomdolent ple behind bars are there for alnu- regarded positively by some. Steortlermn savings of as much

hol- and drug-related crimes. While Propositicn 36 was & giant 83 5250 million from reduced
The mest diffalt moment dar-  step forward, Californians now prison operations are estmated.
Bergman i executive director of A New g the tour was gelng intoa tiny  have anuther opportunity to swve bt the real sanings will be in the
= FUTH [Faronts dor Addickion Treatment and  cell and experiensing the over- millions of dollars and countless Lives and futures of those who
* Mealing). She can be feached viz e'mal 38 whelming feeling of oppression, lives by supporting an inidative to hﬂ"-"E_ fallen rJ-I'I-I?E‘.I’FfI-'E vengeful ar
v cretchentbabac com. eapecially with the knowledge of amend the three sirikes law for of this Dirsconian Sw,



